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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 01 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-14, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Applicant's claims are directed to an algorithm. However these steps are mere ideas in 
the abstract (I.e., abstract idea, law of nature, natural phenomena) that do not apply, 
involve, for example) and abstract ideas without a practical application are found to be 
non-statutory subject matter. Therefore, Applicant's claims are non-statutory as they do 
not produce a useful, concrete and tangible result. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this 
country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 -14, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by DeGrove U.S 
Patent No: 7, 206, 768. 

As per claim 1 , DeGrove discloses in a method for collecting a debt of a debtor to 
a creditor, the method comprising 

entering in a data processing system data at least comprising data conceming the 
debtor and the debt, 

permitting for the debt access for at least two parties to at least a part of the data 
entered in the system, and initiating an action for collecting the debt on a basis of the 
data entered in the database, 10 an improvement consisting of: 

a) entering accounting data regarding accounts payable to the creditor and payments to 
the creditor Into the system; and 

b) enabling a financing party providing a loan to the creditor on the payable accounts to 
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inspect at least a part of the accounting data for determining an amount of the loan 
based 15 on at least the part of the accounting data, (see column 3 lines 38-67 and 
column 4 lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 23-67 and column 19 lines 1-17). 

As per claim 2, DeGrove discloses wherein step b) comprises 
the step of b 1 ) determining a rating from the at least part of the accounting data, the 
rating for 2 0 determining an amount of the loan based thereon, (see column 3 lines 38- 
67 and column 4 lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 23-67 and column 19 lines 1-17). 

As per claim 3, DeGrove discloses wherein the rating comprises one or more of a 
group comprising an average duration of outstandingness of the payable accounts, a 
peak duration of the outstandingness of the payable accounts, a 2 5 total number or 
sum of payable accounts, a total number or sum of overdue payable accounts, a total or 
sum of overdue, incollectible payable accounts, (see column 3 lines 38-67 and column 4 
lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 23-67 and column 19 lines 1-17). 

As per claim 4, DeGrove discloses wherein a status is assigned to each debt 
indicating a progress of the debt, a new status being 3 0 assigned to the debt upon 
detection by the system of an action or response thereto, the new status preferably 
depending on a current status and a contents of the action, (see column 3 lines 38-67 
and column 4 lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 23-67 and column 19 lines 1-17). 

As per claim 5, DeGrove discloses comprising the further step 
of determining a new action from the new status and/or the contents of the action, (see 
column 3 lines 38-67 and column 4 lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 23-67 and column 19 
lines 1-17). 

As per claim 6, DeGrove discloses comprising the step of: 
assigning a party responsible for the new action; and 

transmitting information on the new status to the party responsible for the new action, 
(see column 3 lines 38-67 and column 4 lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 23-67 and 
column 19 lines 1-17). 

As per claim 7, DeGrove discloses comprising determining the new status based 
on a workflow, (see column 3 lines 38-67 and column 4 lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 
23-67 and column 19 lines 1-17). 
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As per claim 8, DeGrove discloses further comprising 
assigning to each action or expected action a time limit and a party responsible for the 
action, (see column 3 lines 38-67 and column 4 lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 23-67 
and column 19 lines 1-17). 

As per claim 9, DeGrove discloses comprising assigning a fine 
to the party responsible for the action, when the action is not completed upon expiry of 
the time limit, (see column 3 lines 38-67 and column 4 lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 
23-67 and column 19 lines 1-17). 

As per claim 10, DeGrove discloses further comprising: 
entering a criterion which, upon fullfillment thereof, initiates an action; repetitively 
checking a debt for fullfillment of the criterion; and initiating the action upon fullfillment of 
the criterion. 

As per claim 1 1 , DeGrove discloses wherein the criterion comprises a criterion for 
convicting a debtor by a court, the action comprising sending data conceming the 
debtor and the corresponding debt to the court, (see column 3 lines 38-67 and column 4 
lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 23-67 and column 19 lines 1-17). 

As per claim 12, DeGrove discloses comprising 
30 receiving a verdict from the court and sending the verdict to the debtor, (see column 
3 lines 38-67 and column 4 lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 23-67 and column 19 lines 1- 
17). 

As per claim 13, DeGrove discloses a method for determining an amount of a loan 
to a banking customer, the loan being based on accounts payable to the banking 
customer, the method comprising a) inspecting via a data processing system at least a 
part of accounting data regarding the payable accounts, the accounting data comprising 
data relating to all accounts payable to 5 the banking customer and having been 
entered by the banking customer into the system; and b) determining an amount of the 
loan based on at least the part of the accounting data, (see column 3 lines 38-67 and 
column 4 lines 1-24 and column 18 lines 23-67 and column 19 lines 1-17). 

As per claim 14, DeGrove discloses wherein the system comprises a debt 
collecting 10 system, the accounting data in the debt collecting system being further 
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applied for initiating an action for collecting an amount of the payable account on a 
basis of the data entered in the database, (see column 3 lines 38-67 and column 4 lines 
1-24 and column 18 lines 23-67 and column 19 lines 1-17). 



4. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicants disclosure. 

Walker et al (US 2001/0042785 A1 PUB) teaches method and apparatus for funds and credit 
line transfer. 

W eichert et al (US 2004,01 17302 Pub) teaches payment management. 
Jones er al. et all (US Patent 6, 021, 397) teaches financial advisory system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number Is 703-305-1874. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 703-308-0505. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 for regular 
communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



Conclusion 



Aug 4, 2007 



CG 




